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Damodara. Vilest of bulls, will you taunt me, that I am a boy 1
If a man is bitten by a black snake does he not perish though
the snake be young ? So of old the infant Skanda destroyed
the Kraunca mountain. (9)

Dreadnought.  That may be.

Damodara. And hearken again to this, thou fool. Is not a rock
of the hardest stone compact cast down by a thunderbolt as
slender as a twig ? (10)

Dreadnought.  Ho, son of Nandagopa, what do you mean to do ?

Damodara.  To destroy you.

Dreadnought.   Do you think you canl

Damodara.  No doubt of it.

Dreadnought.  Then take the weapon suited to your breed.

Damodara.  ' Weapon' say you, sirrah*?

I have these two arms of mine with shoulders hard as mountain
boulders. Weaklings like thee may need some other weapon.
And if thou doest not fall quickly on the ground clubbed to
death by these same arms, my name is not Damodara. (11)

Dreadnought.  Come then, begin the fight.

Damodara. Vile bull. I'll stand upon one leg.   Knock me over, if

you can.

Dreadnought.   No doubt of that.   [Tries to do so,  but falfa down

senseless.]

Damodara.  Take heart now, bull.   Is this the strength you boasted of 1

Dreadnought.    [Recovering.   Aside]

Ha, this boy is not easy to subdue.

He may be Rudra, Indra or Vishnu himself.   Nay, my guess
is near the mark, he must be the Almighty.   (12)
Ah, wherever we are born, there is the Supporter of the Triple
World, incarnate  as   Madhusudana  for the destruction  of
demons.    (13)

So be it then.   If I am slain by Vishnu I shall go to heaven.   So

I shall fight.   [Aloud.]   0 Son of Nandagopa, now am I as proud

as ever.

Damodara. Ho ho, stay now.

Why dost thou bellow, lord of bulls, pressed in my arms, like
a monsoon cloud swollen before it falls'?1 Come now, I will
cast thee on the earth like the cliff of Mount Anjana smitten
by the thunderbolt. (14)

* So   Jacob!  (quoted  by Weller) pata-     ing vdta-pravrddka 'swollen by the wind'
pravrddhah meax.ingp&tayaprct'vrddhak. Read-     Sartip.
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